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wildlifefrtr*,iffih
attendant environmental changes, are father and uncle studied birds of prey
accelerating today. around Black Tail Butte. They d-ocu- Berginia south recenfly

fui;:I":::r Fflil:lTfiitIrlH:i^f I
tated nawks. l!-

#.tri";**i n",ff"r,rixi,rilY:rid::',?iil1 t il
reversed. Six one thing is certain, r"Lr D:::,k I -years ?8o, Craighead of Beringia South - "we | -+,Craighead set have more questions than answers." h|R=out to investi- As most scientific researchers will -: - -

gate why the readily admit, nature does not reveal N&'n4s a'r

productivity of her secrets easily.
red-tailed Keliy-based Beringia South is a ts \.rr
hawks had non-profit research center founded b1' ato ai
decreased. Craighead in 1998, providing informa- arrir'.rl

"Their living tion to resource managers to better larye r

environment manage our natural resources and Thel' t
here was a wildlife. It's named after the land bridge saber tr

healthy one," that has appeared intermittently l!n,
said Craighead, between Alaska and Northeastern ir, ;
"so we thought Siberia over the last 30 million years. brc'
their winter Scientists say humans crossed ov'er
migration habi-
tat might pro-
vide some

kringia South founder Derek Craighead and his assistant Bryan Bedrosian are answers."
real 'bird brains.' About 20

red-tailed
craighead says, "A knowledge of hawks were trapped and equipped with

what's been lost should spur us to satellite transmitters. 
- 

Ciaighead
greater efforts to protect what remains." thought they'd go as far south as Kanrus

or possibly
Texas, but to his
surprise they all
flew to Mexico
and one went as
far as
Nicaragua.

"We went
down and locat-
ed them," said
Craighead, "and
did an environ-
mental analysis
of their habitat."

Although
some were liv-
ing in agricul-
tural areas that
were being
sprayed with a
variety of chem-
icals, many oth-
ers were nesting
in very healthy
environments.
Again, they had
more questions
than answers.

Ther-decided
to studv the

N&W e'.



Beringia South's research focuses on
birds of prey, and large carnivores like
g;nzzly bears, wolves, and cougars, as
they're at the top of the food chain and
will often be the first to respond to envi-
ronmental changes.

"They also serve as ..umbrella
species," said Craighead. ..If you can
manage an area for say grrzzlty bears,
then, you're hopefully maintaining a
healthy environment for the rest ofihe
species in that area."

gerous time for
birds, and little understood.

"We learned that nearly r/3 of red-
tailed hawks died from various causes
within two weeks of leaving ttle nest,,'
Craighead said. "That's a high percent-
age, and we began to wonder if the cause
of the decrease in productivity of red-
tailed hawks was associated with the
increase in ravens."

ln tggz, graduate student Brvan

mr queE
thaa ansnss.

Theydecided
to study the
post-fledging
mortality rate in
red-tailed
hawks. That's
the short period
of time after the
hawk leaves the
nest. It's a dan-

See Beringia South, p27

Bryan Bedrosian hy nught to find out why the raven population has been
increasing so much in the last 50 vears.
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